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We Want Yo
I We want you to realize the
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courteous manner, and secure n

pended upon absolutely. And y
can pay us as best suits your o\
convenience.
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Finely Tailored Single or Dc
ble-breasted Suits, in blacks a
the popular fancy mixtures; w

lined, nicely finished and easi
worth St fi rm.

|| Men's $15.00 ^ tl /f]\ <7Overcoats... " '

Handsome Overcoat values,
lj eluding both the new "Frenc

back" models and the serviceal
oil long, loose overcoats. The colc

are grays, blacks, blues and C
fords.
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What could be a more appreciated
We have a magnificent assortmei
De-ks, in all desired finishes.

S9=§<0) Quartered /
Oak Desk 4>uJ)ozl
Made of quartered oak: has carved

French-shaped Ieg:s, lock and key, r
pigeon-holed interior and highly poll

i Fimie $113.(50 tl (fj\
Malhogaoy Desk ^

Very fine mahogany finish: has larg
drawer. French leg*, pigeon holes and
"piano" polish.
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A piano sale at this time of the yearjj Byrne, Wagner and Schumann Pianos
grade, ai

Quaranteed 20 Years.
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j I Without advertising. In fact they adv<
- , \ greatest values you have ever been ofli
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convenience of a charge ac:urethe benefit of your valued
reated in a fair, honest and
nerchandise that can be de-

Lclies'" Wear.
Slats$ J ©-39
some Black and White Plaid Tourts.full 50 inches in length; have
h lapel collars, belt pockets, doubleIstrappings of cloth, full sleeves,
lffs, and trimmed with gun metal

$16.48
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gray invisible plaids, semi-fitting
; effects: collarless, trimmed with
ercules braid, stitched strappings
Its: have full sleeves, cuffs trimmed
raid; Jackets lined with satin and
i.re skirts, stitched box-plaited in
md trimmed with folds of self ma-
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licely ]j J

j
|

48 u '
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e French-plate mirror on top, nice
drawer in interior, and high

aoo Sale.
should be especially interesting. Our
arc instruments of the highestnd every one guaranteed ten years. Itaias Gift of one of these Pianos
ve lifelong pleasure to its recipient.
air Price fl^

c.y u ^
iano better than is generally sold
or We have others at ?2.V),J up to $4<J0; and we do not ask
pay us interest on the piano you
3U simply agree to settle the baloureasy terms.

>0 $ I .00 a
Down, * Week.

:arff and Tuning Free.
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at $

$13.75. |
Honestly Worth $116.50. &

»!^bout every other man you meet >

rearing an "M. S. M." Overcoat. y
e've sold hundreds of them, and
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j a great hit with this elegant £
Ve of Olympian college models, in X

iceful, semi form fitting Over- >
?its. Worth $16.50. Special at X

$13.75. I
I'M. S. M." Overcoats |at $20 and $25. |Elegant hand-tailored garments >
V

:he aristocracy of overcoatdom \i
;hown in all the fashionable mod- 4
and all the most exclusive stuffs.
e best values ever offered at $20 t
d $25. :c
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ROUTED BY FIRE FIEND
Nine Incendiary Fires in One

Night in New York.

WEST SIDE IN A PANIC

Motive of the Crimes it a Total

Mystery.

NO ROBBERIES VERE REPORTED

Two Men Have Been Arrested on Suspicion,

but Declare They Were

Only Spectators.

Special Dispatch to The Star.
NEW YORK. December 7..Nine Incendiaryfires were started on the Upper

West Side between the hours 01 8:45 o'clock
last night and 4:.°>0 o'clock this morning.
Of all the fires of suspicious origin which
have occurred within the last month, these
seem to have been laid with the greatest
daring and cunning. No lives were lost
only because the firemen and the police
were prompt to respond, as they have been
on other occasions. At great risk of
their own lives, in many instances, they
took tenants down the fire ladders or car-
riod them out over the roofs.
Two hundred families were routed out

of their homes and an entire neighborhood
was thrown into intense excitement by the
rattle of the fire apparatus, the columns of
smoke rising here and there and the glow
of the flames.
Never In the history of the flre departmenthave the firemen known of more desperateefforts to destroy property. If the

fires were set for the purpose of robbery,
the Incendiaries were not wholly successful.for no robberies were reported to the

police. The big guard of police thrown
around the fire zone probably had a deterrenteffect on would-be thieves.

Much Damage Done.
The first fire broke out at 8:45 o'clock

last night. This was the only blaze which
was not in a building. It was discovered
in a vacant lot at 103d street and Broadway.There is a quantity of building materialthere and some of it had been
smeared with oil. The firemen made short
work of the flames.
The second Are was discovered at 9:06

o'clock in the rear basement of the fivestorytenement at 212 West 105th street,
against the dumb-waiter shaft; a quantity
of shavings and excelsior had been saturatedwith oil and then the blaze had been
kindled. An alarm was turned in and the
fire was put out after it had caused a loss
of $200.
The third fire was at 849 Columbus avenue.at 11:32 o'clock. Like the second fire,

this was set at the dumb-waiter shaft in
a pile of shavings saturated with oil. The
flames shot up the shaft with great rapid-
ilv <t 11 vi ncic ctcl-umijameu uy inick voiumesof smoke. Such headway did the fire
gain before all the tenants were well out
of their beds that they were obliged to take
to the front and rear escapes.
Three minutes after this fire.in fact, beforethe fire had gained full headway, there

occurred another blaze at 11:35 o'clock in
the bottom of the dumb-waiter 6haft of 865
Columbus avenue, a five-story tenement
Sheltering fifteen families. Small loss was
caused here.

Two Men Arrested.
An hour went by and the neighborhood

was trying hard to be Calm when the cry
of "fire" was raised once again. This time
i Vin tronKlo troo C71 A

ttuuuic nao in j. /ltiiovciuaiu avenue.

The fire here had been built underneath a
staircase again In excelsior saturated with
oil and it had a good start. There were
fifteen families In the building, who were
routed into the cold without having time to
dress sufficiently for protection.
About this time Dr. W. C. Hough of 213

West 104th stree.t and oCl. William Bt inett
of 140 West 103d street, who had been out
together for a walk, saw two men lurking
about the scene of this fire, who appeared
to them to be acting suspiciously. Dr.
Hough and Col. Bennett also had an idea
that they had seen these men at the other
fires. They were so Impressed with this
opinion that they notified the police, and
the two loiterers were arrested. They were
held merely on suspicion until the authoritiescould determine whether or not there
is anything to base a charge on.
The next fire, the sixth. *vas discovered at

200 West 101st street, a five-story structure,sheltering twenty families. The fire
was underneath a winding staircasc In the
basement, near the elevator shaft. It was
gaining headway rapidly,-and the firemen
were obliged to put up ladders to the first
and second floors. Down these the membersof the twenty families were soon
clambering. The damage here amounted
to $r>.000.

Rescued With Difficulty.
The seventh fire started at 197 West 102d

street, at 12:50 o'clock. The fire was In the
riumb-walter shaft, and the damned
Slight.
The engines were on their way back to

quarters when they were called back to put
out a blaze in the cellar of 051 Columbus
avenue, that did $2,000 worth of damage.
The last flre was at 4:30 o'clock, at 10G

West lOtith street, a flve-story apartment
house sheltering fifteen families. Rubbish
had been piled against the dumb-waiter
shaft and set on flre. Policemen resi-ued Mrs.
Julia Noonan, a paralytic, and Mrs. Anna
Bird, who was suffering from rheumatism.
They had to be carripd out by way of the

roof and over the adjoining roofs down
through 110. Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cohen and
Mr. and Mrs. William Wentworth were rescuedwith difficulty, being carried down
ladders. The damage here was $5,000.
The men arrested are Joseph Glassock of

S2!> Columbus avenue and John Stace of
10T> West l<K)th street. They were arraigned
In the Harlem police court later in the day
and were held in $2,000 bail each for examinationnext Monday. Both men declared
they were merely watching several of the
tires.
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CONGRESS ASKED TO PROVIDE
BUILDING AT JAMESTOWN.

After a conference with Thomas W.
Smith, chairman of the Joint committee
of the Board of Trade, Business Men's Associationand the Jobbers and Shippers'
Association, yesterday afternoon the board
of Commissioners determined, upon the motionof Commissioner Macfarland, to ask
Congress for an appropriation of 125,000
for the erection of a District of Columbia
building and an appropriate exhibit of
models of Washington buildings at the
Jamestown exposition.
Mr. Smith informed the commissioners

that this sum would be sufficient, as theerection of the building and its maintenance
and caretaking could be creditably done
without using more than three-fourths ofthe entire appropriation, and what moneyis left over can be expended for the preparationof the necessary models and objectsto be placed in the building. It Is the ideaof those managing this project to use theWhite House as the model of the Districtof Columbia, building. Mr. Smith's views assistedthe Commissioners In reaching a conclusion.
"Every effort will be made by the Commissioners."said Commissioner West, "toInduce the appropriations committees ofthe Senate and House to agree to an appropriationfor the erection and maintenanceof a District of Columbia building duringthe seven months of the Jamestown exposition."
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:'! Every woman appreciates a

big stock of Holiday Apparel fc

gift suggestions. Everything i
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Women's $22.1
The most popular Suit sped|! adding new Suits to the line every

the latest Prince Chap, Pony. Eton and
and the newest pleated and flare skirts.

| fabrics and every wanted shade and blai
ij J22.50; special Xmas underselling: price..

11 $4 Silk Waists, $1.98.
Another small lot of those Plain

White Japanese Silk Waists to sell at
a bargain price. Made In the latest
styles and prettily trimmedwith lace. Waists fl /p\O
that are well worth $4; ][ tyQ
our underselling price

Surprising Vain
One of the leading fur deale

offer for his entire balance of stc
|| up of the most stylish neckpieces with
II selected skins. These goods will go on t

J the benefit of the extraordinary bargain
sell

|j $7.50 Fur Sc.
These are the new 124-yard

well made of fine lljiack lynx and the bi
can't be equalad under $7.50; our special

Large Pillow Mu

II %# ' *

.

RICHARD W.
HENDERSON
.offers for your inspection the finestspecimens of* Drawing Room,
Dining Room, Library and Bed
Room

Ftt JPNITIJPF.
Rich and exclusively designed

Solid Mahogany pieces are a featureof these stocks. Many suggestionsfor gift seekers.

H109 F Street N.W.
nol6-30t,40

ME. JOHN CROPPERDEAD

BODY FOUND IN A BOOM WHEBE
GAS WAS TTJBNED 01*.

Coroner Issues Certificate That Demise
Was Besult of Accident.Mrs.

Cropper Notified.

John Cropper, a retired lawyer, who was

prominent In social circles in this city and
New York, was found dead In the balh
room at his home, 1742 M street, this
morning about 7 o'clock. The gas was
turned on and Coroner Nevitt gave a certificatethat death was caused hv inhalation
of gas, the result of an accident. Just how
the accident occurred, however, will never
be known, as it was probably several hours
after Mr. Cropper entered the room that
his body was found and he was the only
one who knew of the circumstances. Dr.
Bromwell, the family physician, and anotherphysician responded to a call shortly
aner u ciuck, uui uiey iuuiiu uiai mo
was extinct and that the presence of the
coroner was necessary. While Coroner
Nevitt gave the certificate mentioned, he
stated that it was possible and probable
that Mr. Cropper suffered an attack of
heart trouble after he reached the bath
room and was rendered helpless.
Dr. Nevitt expressed the belief that the

gas had been accidentally turned on when
Mr. Cropper passed the gas Jet, which projectedfrom the wall. A host of friends of
the deceased called at the house during the
early hours of the morning, among them
being Gen. Ernst and Mr. Arthur Brlce.
They took charge and telephoned to Mrs.
Cropper, who was In New York visiting
friends, the sad information. Mrs. Cropper
stated that she would depart from New
York upon the first train. She reached
here thia afternoon.

Prepared for Burial.
Friends of the deceased had TlnHar^VAii!

efiawler take charge of the body and prepare
It for Interment. It was stated at the house
this afterpoon that the arrangements for
the funeral will probably be announced toInight.
Mr. Cropper, who was fifty-six years of

age. was a native of New York. He came
to this city about twenty years ago, and he
and Mrs. Cropper soon became favorites in

| the social world. He was a member of a

iseman, ^ 1 t
ng Store,

Tn/lai*coii; nni*
J1IUV1 ^Vlllll^ c

n and Women.

Women.
gift of something to wear. Our
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iish Tourist Coats,

ideal gift for a woman. FashionnchTourist Coats, man-tailored of
laid and tan fabrics and
y mixtures. They have -j*. ^aid collars and patch vix jf (( |)5oId regularly at $11.08; cly fl o 7*
filing price

ildrem's and Misses'
worth $7.50;$? 3> (TDSl
jraced at -

bought these Coats at a bargain
ffer them to you the same way. All
tyles for this season.shown in crushed
y astrakhan and service- ,* » _

3; sizes 2 to 16 years. (Th
le to sell at $7.50; our o ZT©lerselling price

sO Suits, $14.98.
al ever offered in this city. We're
day. The variety of styles includes
tight-fitting coats' ^Shown In all good H A (M)

?k; sulta well worth <4? U nJ o

$8 Skirts, $4.98.
These are Swell Man-tailored WalkingSkirts, and they are shown in pleated,fancy pleated and French flare

styles. Made of the best black and
blue all-wool fabrics and
snappy English mix- <£ a

tures. Worth $8; our un- 554).
derselllng price

jies in FSoe Furs.
rs of New York accepted our cash
>ck of Fine Furs. The lot is made
muffs to match.all made of carefully
sale tomorrow and gift buyers will reap
a. As an example of the values we shall

surfs for $4.98.
Throw Scarfs and are ^ 0

»st blended squirrel. They (U)£&
underselling price
ffs to match, $4.98.
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The sale has been success!
told you the circumstances \vh
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|! Suits amid Overc
II worth op to $]

|| $10.40
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Jl Stores in Richmond, Harrisburg

number of clubs, among: them being the
Metropolitan and the Chevy Chase Golf
Club and the Societvaof the Cincinnati.
It is thought that Tt was about daybreakwhen Mr. Cropper went to the bath room.

Two*>3ervants, a man and woman, were in
the hsuse.last night, but they knew nothingof what hid occtured until 7 o'clock, whenthe colored man, Hesse Butters, detected the
odor of gas from the bath room. He saw Mr.Cropper there and concluded that he wasIn a serious condition. He turned the gasoff and then summoned the physicians.DiH-ing his investigation the coroner wastold that the door to the bath room was
not tightly closed at the time the body was
iuuiiu, ana mere were other indicationsthat the death of Mr. Cropper was theresuitof an accident.
It is stated that Mr. and Mrs. Cropperhave traveled extensively, having visitedall the. foreign countries. Two maiden sistersor the deceased, it is stated, are nowtouring Europe.

Notification to Friends.
Messages were sent to several New Tork

5 7th St.;
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Positively the be
ored and most stylish
coats shown anywhe
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Overcoats are exclusr
us. They have the ft
skirt; deep center vent;
well-shaped shoulder
snug collar. They are

in all the best plain ai

cy fabrics. A fit fo
man. Our unders
prices range from $ i 5

Xmraas Sale ol
at Undersell
If you've thought of giving tf

you to profit by this sale's offering:
most stylish suits in the house int
prices down to a fraction of regt
double-breasted mode's and all the best pi
Thpfip nro harpfllna that nr<» nnfr nirlrpd in

$10.75 $14
for choice of 15 for choic<
styles of Men's styles of
Suits. Others ask Suits. Ot
$3 more. . $3 to $5 mi

Mens Furnishings
The celebrated President Suspenders

in a wide variety of neat ^patterns; sold everywhere ^^ (P
ut 50c.; special Saturday at..
Splendid line of New Four-in-hand

Ties in a wide variety of the choicest
patterns and best color combinations;regularly sold for -5
ouc. ana idc.; special »aiurdayat.... V ^I
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its and ©ve
f $4.60 to $7.£
foremost makers' stock, and the conse

uldn't expect until after the backbor

pay for tbern in weekly
amounts if you wish,

n the credit accommodation is, withhel
ul because it has been an honest sale
ich created it. We have told you th;
need prices as though you paid evei
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omits ionics ana uv

15, worth up ltd

l. $ 14.5
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rand Roanoke. SeVeOtfr

friends of the Cropper family telling them
of the death of Mr. Cropper, and several of
them are expected to reach here tonight or
tomorrow morning.
Mr. and Mrs. Cropper's home on M street

has been the scene of much d«lightfulhospitality, not only in the Interests of
their own associates, but also for the
younger members of the families of their
friends. Their entertainments were always
a delightful blending of old-fashioned and
modern customs in a home which had manyhistoric articles of adornment and use in
most tasteful settings.

Earthquakes in California.
SAN LUIS OBISPO, Cal., December 7..

At 10:40 o'clock last night this city experiencedan earthquake which lasted more
man tnirty seconds. The shock was from
north to south. Half an hour later a second
shock was felt, but waa not ao pronounced
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No Branch Store.
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i at "Gift" Praces! I
A big lot of Heavy Derby RITjbed

t'nderwear.every garment thoroughlywell made; regularly sold
for $1.25 garment; special / O/f*
Saturday at

Special lot of Men's Black and Fancy
Hose, the kind usually sold « «i

from 15c. to 25c.; special H II £
Saturday at j I

5 7th «;t

eventh & "Eye" Sts.

reo&ix© aa

ie of winter
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ry penny of ""^l.*

ercoats lai «

j $22, |\l I
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as the first. The earthquake also was felt
at Santa Maria, Guadalupe, Cayuces and
Cambria. At the latter place articles wer*
shaken from shelves. No perceptible damagewas sustained here.

$200,000 Fire in Pittsburg.
PITTSBURG, Pa., December 7.-Th«

plant of the International Portland Ce-
merit Company at Elizabeth, Pa., near
here, was damaged by fire today to th#
extent of $300,000. Two three-gtory oulldings,200 by 80 feet each, were entirely destroyed,and the stock building, another
large structure, was partially burned.

The Kentucky pure food commission la
conducting an Inquiry at Louisville primarilyto find out "What is whisky?" and
what Is to be regarded as an adulterant.
Dr. Edwin Maxey, professor of law In the

University of Nebraska, has been retained
uy me jajsuira ui can r rancisco 10 ngtll ^
the case against the school board of that
city.


